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To many, the year 2020 feels like an unspeakable curse. First, we have a global pandemic. Then wildfires
rage across the states, civil unrest is widespread, and everyone lives in fear of the unknown. Although it
may be hard to believe, we are not the first generation to deal with hardships and worry, nor will we be
the last.

Our grandparents, for example, had to live with the constant threat of nuclear war from the 1940s up to
the 1990s. This fear has subsided greatly in recent years but remains relevant today. The people who
lived during this nerve-wracking time were introduced to a new kind of fear, that the entire world could
be destroyed by one person entering a launch code and pressing a button.

Today, as economy and international affairs are becoming increasingly more globalized, The United
States’ relations with other countries are more important than ever. How can we hope to find solutions
to the world’s problems if we are constantly competing against rival countries?

During the Cold War, the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. stockpiled thousands of nuclear weapons and amassed
enormous arsenals, which are still maintained to this day, in spite of treaties designed to limit them. We
read about growing threats from Russia or North Korea, but do we really know of the implications of a
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full-scale nuclear war? If one country were to launch a nuclear missile at another, the implications would
be tremendous, and the retribution swift With atomic weapons being frequently dropped around the
world, Earth would soon become uninhabitable due to high levels of radiation as well as toxic fumes,
metals, and gasses from the atomic explosions (Encyclopedia Britannica).

Nuclear weapons remain a constant threat to global security and safety. As countries strive to gain the
upper hand in the nuclear arms race, tensions grow. An example of this are our recent altercations with
North Korea. Throughout the years 2017 and 2018, President Trump and Kim Jong Un went through a
tense period where they both threatened to “nuke” each other’s countries multiple times. We must work
hard to improve our foreign relations so that we can unite with our global partners to support one an-
other in our shared endeavors against the many problems that the world faces. If we wish to solve global
issues such as disease and hunger, our nations must work together. Just as President Abraham Lincoln
said, “A house divided against itself cannot stand,” neither can the free world expect to vanquish its com-
mon foes unless it is united as one.

As the rising generation, the fate of the world has practically been thrust upon our shoulders. As future
global leaders, we must practice respect and kindness towards others in our day-to-day interactions. By
doing this, we live out The St. Paul’s Schools’ mission of seeking truth, knowledge, and excellence while
spreading faith, compassion, and integrity to all. Someday, these skills that we are cultivating will posi-
tively benefit our relationships with other countries, and ultimately improve our world.
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