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In mid-December of 2020, following months of clinical trials and preparations, two vaccines for COVID-

19 received Emergency Use Authorization from the Food and Drug Administration, which meant they
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could be administered.  Despite increased precautionary measures such as mandated mask wearing and

enforced social distancing throughout Maryland, numbers rose dramatically throughout the summer

and fall, making the arrival of a vaccine even more imperative for our state. 

Governor Larry Hogan announced a vaccine distribution plan for Maryland citizens that has several

elaborate components.  It was designed to vaccinate the most vulnerable and exposed �rst, and then ex-

pand to the larger public.  Phase 1A of the COVID-19 vaccination program focused on vaccinating

healthcare workers, �rst responders, and nursing homes’ residents and staff. 

Maryland moved into Phase 1B on January 18. This stage expanded the distribution of the vaccine so

that Marylanders over the age of 75, teachers and school staff, residents in living facilities or group

homes and childcare providers would be eligible to receive the injection.  A week later on January 25 ,

Phase 1C began, which includes residents over the age of 65, more healthcare workers, and essential

workers in food/agriculture production and public safety/transit. As of this writing, Maryland is still in

Phase 1C.  The state has not yet obtained the number of doses needed to vaccinate all the 1.5 million

people that Phase 1 includes. As of February 8th, Maryland had administered 699,733 doses of the vac-

cine (MarylandGov.com) and ranks 30  on the list of states with the speediest vaccination rates. 

Governor Hogan has received criticism regarding Maryland’s relatively slow inoculation success. Many

healthcare providers have commented on the lack of attention to data when choosing which socioeco-

nomic groups to offer vaccinations to �rst.  They remark on how wealth and connections have enabled

some to jump the line and get vaccinated before their turn.

After many workers refused a shot, likely due to anxieties about possible side-effects, Hogan moved

quicker through the phases and offered the vaccine to more people than there were vaccines

available.  With this change, he opened up next tiers while the previous tiers still had many unvaccinated

members, thus creating problems for county of�cials and jurisdictions when deciding what groups get

priority. Many had to choose between offering the vaccine to hospital workers or the elderly – a dif�cult

choice that no one wants to have. Although some blame has been placed on Hogan, many hospitals have

concluded that the problems have resulted from a lack of federal coordination in creating a smooth tran-

sition to vaccinations.

The decentralized administration of the vaccine has led to disorganization in prioritization, speci�cally

with socioeconomic groups. 
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This study highlights twelve states, including Maryland, and compares their vaccinations to the percent-

age of Black residents in the state.  It shows a clear correlation between race and vaccine distribution.  A

prime example of a Maryland county that suffers from ineffective vaccine distribution is Prince

George’s, which borders eastern Washington, D.C. Although Prince George’s has been the county most

severely affected by the virus, with almost 70,000 cases in total and about 4,000 in the past week, they

are the least vaccinated county, with fewer than 8,000 people having their required second dose. 63%

percent of Prince George’s population is black, but only about 4% of the black population has been vacci-

nated.  In contrast, more than 10% of Baltimore County’s population, which is 60% white, is

vaccinated.  This pattern between race and vaccine distribution has become another major point of criti-

cism when examining the ef�ciency and fairness of the inoculation process.  

Through phase 1B of Hogan’s plan, Mr. Louzan and Mrs. Knipp, SPSG faculty members received their

�rst shot of the vaccine on January 22.  Below, they answer questions pertaining to their experiences re-

ceiving this injection.
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1.     How did you �nd out that you could sign up for the vaccine?

Mr. Louzan: I received an email along with the other faculty and staff members and thankfully was able to �nd

an available appointment pretty quickly.

Mrs. Knipp: I was fortunate to receive my vaccine at Mercy Hospital this Wednesday.  I received a text from Ms.

Duckett late Friday afternoon that 30 doses were available to older members of the St. Paul’s community on a

�rst come �rst served basis and I immediately replied yes.

2. Did you have any hesitation to sign up for the vaccine?

Mr. Louzan: Yes, a bit since it is a pretty serious thing with very serious consequences. You just let your brain

override those small misgivings.

Mrs. Knipp: I was not apprehensive about the vaccine at all.

3. When arriving at the vaccine distribution place, was it organized?

Mr. Louzan: Seems like it was as well-organized as it possibly could be, it was well-marked with plenty of people

ful�lling all the necessary roles.

Mrs. Knipp: The vaccination operation was easy to locate and extremely well organized.  There were pleasant

people everywhere in the event that one had a question

4. How many other people were at the place would you estimate? Did you see any teachers?

 Mr. Louzan: I’d guess perhaps 200 getting the vaccine, I could be wrong. I saw and said hello to Mr. Keenan, Mr.

Jensen and Ms. Hassan.

Mrs. Knipp: The wait time was short and I ran into two SP colleagues. The conversations around me during this

time suggested that many independent school teachers from the Baltimore area were there.

5. Do you feel any less concerned about being in a public/busy environment now or after your second

shot? (This could apply to school or not).

Mr. Louzan: I’m sure I’ll feel more protected especially after the second dose. Of course even then, I’ll still take

every reasonable precaution I can. It’s foolish to gamble with your own health, let alone the health of others.

Based on these accounts, the vaccination procedure seems to be easy and ef�cient, at least for our facul-

ty. Although these are two cases of many, the positive feedback reinforces the state’s mission to make
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the experience as pleasant as possible. Thousands of Marylanders are currently undergoing the vaccina-

tion process and an increasing number will be granted access in the months to come.  About three weeks

after receiving this �rst vaccine injection, The St. Paul’s Schools faculty received their second shot, thus

completing the vaccination process.  After this signi�cant step of teacher vaccination, The St. Paul’s

Schools is making headway towards fully returning to campus and the pre-COVID-19 educational expe-

rience.  The St. Paul’s Schools will be gradually increasing the number of in-person school days in an ef-

fort to return to �ve days of in-person education by the end of the school year, which should help the

school’s educational experience to feel more “normal.”  However, a state-wide sense of normalcy will

likely begin a few months into Phase 3, in which the majority of the general population becomes vacci-

nated. Many health experts say restrictions should loosen in the summer of 2021, and this optimistic

projection gives The St. Paul’s Schools strong hope for an even more normal Fall.  
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MAY 25, 2022 AT 11:13 AM

I didn’t know that.

JUNE 1, 2022 AT 1:32 PM

Have you ever considered publishing an ebook or guest authoring on other sites? 

I have a blog centered on the same topics you discuss and would really like to have you share some

stories/information. I know my 

viewers would appreciate your work. If you’re even remotely interested, feel free 

to shoot me an email.

JUNE 2, 2022 AT 7:11 AM

Hi friends, how is everything, and what you desire to 

say on the topic of this post, in my view its really awesome designed for me.

JULY 1, 2022 AT 1:07 PM

This post presents clear idea in favor of the new people of blogging, that actually how to do blogging.
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JULY 1, 2022 AT 1:32 PM

Because the admin of this web site is working, no doubt very quickly it will be renowned, due to its

quality contents.

JULY 1, 2022 AT 2:21 PM

Hmm it looks like your blog ate my �rst comment (it was super long) so I guess I’ll just sum it 

up what I wrote and say, I’m thoroughly enjoying your blog. 

I too am an aspiring blog blogger but I’m still new to the whole 

thing. Do you have any helpful hints for beginner 

blog writers? I’d genuinely appreciate it.

JULY 1, 2022 AT 3:19 PM

It’s amazing designed for me to have a web page, which 

is bene�cial for my experience. thanks admin

JULY 1, 2022 AT 4:15 PM

Everything is very open with a clear explanation of the issues. 

It was truly informative. Your site is very useful. Many thanks for sharing!

JULY 1, 2022 AT 4:19 PM

Hi there, after reading this remarkable article i am also happy 

to share my knowledge here with friends.

JULY 1, 2022 AT 4:44 PM

hello there and thank you for your information – I 

have certainly picked up something new from right here. I did however expertise 

several technical issues using this web site, as I experienced to reload the 

web site a lot of times previous to I could get 
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it to load correctly. I had been wondering if your web hosting is OK? 

Not that I am complaining, but slow loading instances times will often affect your placement in

google and could damage your quality score if ads and marketing with Adwords. 

Anyway I’m adding this RSS to my e-mail and could look out for a lot more 

of your respective fascinating content. Ensure that you update this again soon.

JULY 1, 2022 AT 5:38 PM

I am sure this piece of writing has touched all the internet viewers, 

its really really pleasant paragraph on building up 

new website.

AUGUST 15, 2022 AT 8:33 PM

Thanks again for the article post.Really looking forward to read more. Much obliged.

AUGUST 17, 2022 AT 6:49 PM

A big thank you for your blog article.Really looking forward to read more. Really Cool.

AUGUST 19, 2022 AT 1:14 PM

I cannot thank you enough for the article.Really thank you! Will read on…

AUGUST 19, 2022 AT 6:04 PM

I really enjoy the blog. Much obliged.

AUGUST 20, 2022 AT 2:16 PM

Thanks again for the article. Fantastic.
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AUGUST 20, 2022 AT 7:20 PM

I really like and appreciate your article.Much thanks again. Much obliged.

AUGUST 21, 2022 AT 7:02 AM

Thanks again for the blog article.Really thank you! Will read on…

AUGUST 21, 2022 AT 8:03 PM

Hey, thanks for the article. Awesome.

AUGUST 22, 2022 AT 12:40 PM

Say, you got a nice post.Really looking forward to read more. Awesome.

AUGUST 23, 2022 AT 8:08 AM

Thanks a lot for the post.Much thanks again. Fantastic.

AUGUST 23, 2022 AT 3:59 PM

Wow, great blog article.Really looking forward to read more. Really Cool.

AUGUST 26, 2022 AT 1:31 PM

Thanks-a-mundo for the blog post.Much thanks again. Cool.

AUGUST 31, 2022 AT 2:29 PM

I value the blog post.Really thank you! Will read on…
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SEPTEMBER 3, 2022 AT 7:00 PM

I cannot thank you enough for the blog.Much thanks again. Awesome.

SEPTEMBER 4, 2022 AT 5:45 AM

Hey, thanks for the post.Really thank you!

SEPTEMBER 8, 2022 AT 9:40 AM

A round of applause for your blog article.Thanks Again. Much obliged.

SEPTEMBER 10, 2022 AT 2:29 PM

Great, thanks for sharing this article post. Fantastic.

SEPTEMBER 10, 2022 AT 8:49 PM

Very neat blog post.Really looking forward to read more. Will read on…

SEPTEMBER 11, 2022 AT 8:07 AM

Really enjoyed this post. Will read on…
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